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NEW YORK TIMES
10 November 1985

Washmgton Ponders Yurchenko:
A Troubled Spy or an Actor?

{ By STEPHEN ENGELBERG
Spacial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 — Vitaly S.
S voice was breaking and

he appeared to be brushing tears from
reporrers what he said were hia expars
reporters what were
ences during three months in the hands.
of the Central Intelligence Agency.

“When [ was sleeping, they prohib-'
xtedmeeventoclosedndoor"hesald
*‘Door should be closed, and next room i
was sitting such fat quiet, stupid — ex.! A
cuse me — unemotional person who u|
r¢llawing the order. Only following the

Mr. Yurchenko’s rambling’
ance at the news conference week
may have been the finale in a elaborate
playstagedfmmthesunbySoviettn-

telligence. Or it was a remarkable pub-
llcdmplayoftheinnertumoﬂofgymld-

dle-aged man, a spy spurned his
loverandtombyg\nltoverbetra
his homeland. ying

No one in Washington is surq which
explanation is the truth, and members
of Congress and knowledguble Admin-
istration officials are divided over how
to interpret the evidence.

U.S. Denies Mistreatment

The State Department has called Mr.
Yurchenko’s charges against the C.1.A.
‘‘completely false,”” and members of
Congress including Senator Dave
Durenberger, chairman of the Senate
Select Commiittee on Intelligence, have
denied the C.I.A. mistreated him

_C.LA. officials now have

Yurchenko. The agency
forts to verify leads he provided will es-
tablish that he was a legitimate defec-
tor who changed his mind. offi-
cials believe the evidence a le so
fa.r s this view.

doubts within the Adminis-
tnt!on reach as as President Rea-
gan, who last said that Mr. Yur.
chenko’s revelations were of little
value. The entire affair, Mr.
suggested, may have beu part of
Soviet ploy to disrupt the summit
schadnhd for later this month,

toro-

"ing consequences for the C.1.A., whose

. | Leahy, the Vermont Democrat who is

The case Ta Tikely 5 iave far-feach-

are under scru-

operational
and within the Admin-

tiny in Congress

trET THEIIPEICE, has focused on covert
operations such as the mining ot the Co-
rinto harbor in Nicaragua.
periormance as this bountry's chief apy
ce as S spy
master that is being called mmms-
tion by members of Congress
Administration. Administration offi-
cials and members of Congress are
{ha agencys hawdiing of Edward Les
the agency’s
Howard, a former C.I.A. officer who
Mr. Yurchekno said had helped Soviet
intélligence identify a valuable Amer-
ican agent who was a weapons re-
searcher in Moscow.

Members of Congress want to know
why Mr. Howard was forced to resign
while he still knew sensitive informa-
tion. And some are asking why Mr.
Yurchenko was allowed to dine with
only one companion last Saturday at a
restaurant just a short distance from
the Soviet embusy compound on Tun-
law Road.

‘Some Tough Questions’

“'All this has cost the agency,’” said
one senior Administration official.
“And they're going have to answer
some tough questions.””

“Either a mistake was made in get. '
ting into this situation or a colossal
mistake was made in not spotting a
double agent,”” said Senator Patrick

istration. Until now, the criticism
William J. Cuey the Director of Cen-

|

Vice C!nmnanI tzmgex::e the Select Commit-
tee on In

On Frtday. in an unusual public
statament, the to be |
trying to blunt some of e criticism |
and to show the Russians that Mr. Yur-'
chenko had given away extensive in..
side lnmrummuabm:’timeI;Ehc;nf '{ihre

s three-pa ography o

;wmvhmko menﬂonedgo the strains in his

field begin to assess central issue of .
Mr. Yurchenko's bona fides, several:
themes have begun to emerge. '
A Classic Pattern :
who support the tbeory that
Yurchenko mind
under the stress of sayh!s
case appears to have foll a classic;
pattern. ‘

Current and former intelligence ofﬂ-: |
the | cers said that virtually all the defectors

to the United St:m-fmmsunorln-
teiligence operatives to merchant sea-
suffered

men — have severe emotional
strain that prompts them to seriously
consider to their homeland.

“We get an a lot of defectors,”

said one official, ‘‘and some of them go
back.”” Only last year, Oleg Bitov, a
Soviet journalist who defected in 1983,
returned to the Soviet Union and at-
tacked the Western nations in which he
had lived. Mr. Yurchenko cryptically!
referred to that case at his press con--
ference, saying, “Imdont.henewspn-
pers about Bitov. I dom’t know,” but
aglng: ‘“But [ can understand him ex-
a y‘ ”»

Some former officials familiar with
the C.I.A.’s handling of defectors say:
the Yurchenko case is part of pattern of
insensitivity that has surfaced in other
instances.

Donald Jameson, a retired C.1.A. of-»
ficial who dealt with defectors and hasi
remained close to many of them since
his retirement in 1973, said: ‘‘This has |
ongbeenoneoft.heleastad te ele- i
ments of the agency. The
and the ability to do the right thing has
been lacking.”

‘The Emotional Content’ !

Many have questioned whether a-
senior K.G.B. official such as Mr. Yur-
chenko would be willing to return to his
homeland after defection, knowing that
he was likely to face a court-martial
and a lifetime of disgrace.

Mr. Jameson

‘‘Ons

ds responded,
and said he was a “‘general ¢hoyld not underestimate the emo-
designate’” of the K.G.B., responsible tjonal content of state

for a vari

North Ame¢ prr i
teulmce m.mem-
bmdemmd the |

‘officer he had once worked wi

offi-

spying tions in - cers."” Hewda%asﬁ%m
deanx‘ de-
German

fected because an East
woman who was his lover had told au-

c.on(n\“e‘
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! Yurchenko appeared to grow de
' pressed and less cooperative after that

trip.
&henmln officer defects,
the C.1.A. assembies a team of officials

' information gleaned. One senior intelli- | in8

gence officer noted that defectors usu-

1allyn-ﬂvepreptu'edtotellassetstm-y.
After this initial phase, the inter.

is at this point, the official said, that the

homesickness, guilt, and emotional |

_Stress often reach their peak.

| Ladislav Bittman, a Czech intelli-
i gence officer who defected in 1968, re-
calls that his experiences with the

love!
not much attention is paid to ghe pey-

chological stress of the individual. This
&%Mylmpoﬂammu&bam

ector is going through most
dramatic trauma of his life. He has
given up his home, his values, his coun-

try. He is like a defenseless child trying,
tonTIlnd a new life.”

e most important piece of evi.
dence that argues against Mr. Yur.
chenknbeingaﬁnume defector would

A White House official said it was the
‘‘historical’”’ nature of these revela.
tions that had led him to downplay Mr.
Yurchenko's value. .

The C.1.A. contends that the remain.
information, which has not been
leaked to the pubiic, will establish his
bona fides. But Administration offi.
cials outside the C.I.A. who have re-
viewed the whole body of statements
taken from Mr. Yurchenko are said to
remain undecided about whether he
was a genuine defector.

One official questioned whether the
Ruemiau:h would risk a live press confer-
ence with a man cracking
from emotional stress wi some
Tolluw the prepared propagands ling.
'ollow the p p X

Senator Malcolm Wallop, a Wyoming
Republican who doubted Mr. Yur-
chenko from the first, said the C.I1.A.’s
Deputy Director, John McMahon, told
him several weeks ago: ‘‘I'd stake my
caresr an Yurchenko’s bona fides.”

But a White House re-
marked: “The jury is still

i




